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Leipzig’s cultural riches have been 
praised by writers and intellectuals. 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, who set 
one scene of his “Faust” in “Auerbachs 
Keller” restaurant, famously had one of his 
characters say: “Leipzig’s the place for 
me // ‘Tis quite a little Paris; people there // 
Acquire a certain easy finish’d air.” Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing wrote that Leipzig was “a 
place where one can see the whole world 
in miniature”. And there are many other 
well-known names in the annals of the city. 
Friedrich Schiller composed his “Ode to 
Joy” here, and visitors from all over the world 
follow the musical heritage of composers 
such as Robert and Clara Schumann and 
Richard Wagner. 
Felix Mendelssohn, whose 200th birthday 
the city will celebrate in 2009, also lived 
and worked by the River Pleisse. In 1843, 
Mendelssohn, the son of a well-to-do Jewish 
family, founded the first German conservatory 
in Leipzig and he worked as music director at 
Leipzig’s Gewandhaus concert hall. Today, 
the late classicist’s former home houses a 
Mendelssohn museum. From 21st August to 
18th September 2009, the Gewandhaus will 

Leipzig a world-famous city of 
music and influencing arts

commemorate 
the composer 
with a 
Mende lssohn 
Festival.  
J o h a n n 
Sebastian Bach 
left a musical 
heritage in 
Leipzig as 
rich as no other musician. From 1723 up 
to his death in 1750 he worked here as 
the choirmaster at St Thomas Church. 
Hundreds of motets and cantatas, works 
for orchestra and organ, including St John 
Passion and the Christmas Oratorio, were 
penned during that time. St Thomas Boys' 
Choir uphold Bach’s heritage to this day, 
and every year more than 50,000 classical 
music enthusiasts come to Leipzig to relish 
the timeless tunes of the master of Baroque 
music during the Bach Festival. 
In 2009, the festival will be held between 
11th and 21st June with venues including 
countless churches and the entire city 
centre in addition to the Gewandhaus and 
the Leipzig Opera. The Bach Festival 2009 

has the motto “Bach, Mendelssohn, Reger”. 
Mendelssohn was familiar with Bach’s compositions from very 
early on, and there is a noticeable influence of Bach, discernible 
particularly in the early works. Mendelssohn was also one of the 
initiators and pioneers of 
the first complete edition 
of Bach’s works. About 
half a century later, Max 
Reger delved into Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s work like 
hardly any other musician 
of his generation - and not 
only as a composer but also 
as an arranger and editor. 
Reger became music 
director at the University of 
Leipzig in 1907.
But the heart of the city does not only beat to the rhythm of music. 
Leipzig was a well-known centre of the arts long before the New 
Yorker Metropolitan Museum of Art honoured Leipzig’s painter Neo 
Rauch with a solo exhibition. 
For well over five years the “New Leipzig School” has been following 
in the footsteps of renowned local artists such as Wolfgang Mattheuer 
and Bernhard Heisig. In addition to an extensive collection of 
paintings, graphics and sculptures from the 15th century to date, 
the local Museum of Fine Arts also exhibits the works of the “young 
savages”, including acclaimed graduates of the Leipzig Academy 
of Visual Arts whose work commands high prices in the international 
art markets today. 
In addition to the museum, Leipzig has a vibrant gallery scene. 
Particularly noteworthy is the twelve-hectare “arts microcosm” on 
the premises of the disused "Spinnerei" cotton-spinning mill where 
some 100 artists have their studios and workshops, along with 
13 galleries for contemporary art. The "Spinnerei" opens most of 
its doors to the public every spring and autumn for gallery and 
studio tours. 

www.bach-leipzig.de
www.mendelssohn-stiftung.de
www.mdbk.de
www.spinnerei.de 

On 9th October 1989 the eyes of the world were on Leipzig. 70,000 people 
gathered outside the St Nicholas’s Church and advanced towards the 

police lines with candles in their hands chanting, “We are the nation” and “No 
violence”. They marched the streets for their dream of freedom, despite the 
fact that the authorities had threatened the Monday demonstrators with force. 
The rest is history. The direction for the German and European unification 
process was determined in Leipzig. On the basis of this peaceful uprising 
against a dictatorial regime, the Berlin Wall fell on 9th November 1989.
Institutions like the Forum of Contemporary History and the museum in the 
so-called “Runde Ecke”, a former 'Stasi' East German secret police building, 
provide information about these memorable events with special exhibitions. 
Leipzig Tourismus und Marketing GmbH (agency for tourism and marketing 
in Leipzig) and its partners organized the first “Night of the candles” on 9th 
October 2007 in front of St Nicholas’s Church. “Our thanks to Leipzig for 
9th October 1989,“ commented the former German foreign minister Hans 
Dietrich Genscher. "On this day it became clear that peace is stronger than 
anything else“. On the 2nd “Night of the candles” this year the people of 
Leipzig brought to life the remembrance of the peaceful revolution once 
more with their candles. This event was the highlight and finale of the day 
which saw many other events and exhibitions dedicated to this theme.
Light as a symbol for the peaceful uprising will also play the leading role 
in the 20th anniversary celebrations in 2009 - in a festival of light, involving 
the entire town centre. On 9th October 2009 part of the historic route which 
the demonstrators took 
in the autumn of 1989 
will be illuminated in an 
artistic manner. There is 
close cooperation with 
the famous “Fêtes des 
Lumières“, which yearly 
attracts some 4 million 
visitors to Leipzig's French 
twin town of Lyon. 

www.herbst89.de

Leipzig, the spirit of the 
1989 Peaceful Revolution 




